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Purpose of establishing SLQF

➢Mobility of students, academics, professionals, workers, 

etc. has been increased worldwide

➢Higher education systems need to support and ease 

mobility across countries  

➢Qualifications offered by all SL higher education institutes 

to have consistency 

➢Allows lateral mobility between SLQF and NVQF holders 



Aims and Objectives of SLQF are to

➢enhance quality and training of higher education 

➢facilitate access to higher education and social and 

economic development of the country

➢enhance equity in higher education, training, and 

employment

➢allow employers to identify levels of knowledge, skills, 

and competencies of qualification holders

➢recognize prior learning and promote lifelong learning 





Naming of Qualifications

Qualification type is the first name given to a qualification

- Senior Secondary level: Certificate and Adv. Certificate

- Undergraduate level: Diploma, Higher Diploma, Bachelors, and 

Bachelors Honours

- Postgraduate level: Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma, 

Masters, and Doctorate

Designator is the second name given to a qualification

- It is the broad area of study

- Bachelor of Science, Master of Arts, Doctor of Philosophy, etc.

- No designator for Diplomas and Certificates

- When abbreviating the linking word, ‘of’ is omitted - BSc, MA, PhD, etc.



Qualifier is the third name given to a qualification

- field of specialization of a qualification

- The linking word between qualifier and the qualification type or its 

designator is ‘in’

- When abbreviating ‘in’ is dropped and the qualifier is placed within 

brackets

Example:

Bachelor of Science Honours in Chemistry - BScHons (Chem) 

Qualification type    Designator     qualifier

Postgraduate Certificate in Library Science - PGCert (Lib Sc) 

Qualification type           qualifier



Second Qualifier

- Bachelor of Science in Engineering in Mechanical Engineering – BSc (Eng) (Mech Eng)

- Postgraduate Certificate in Fine Arts in Drama – PGCert (Fine Arts) (Drama)

To use a qualifier -

At least 50% of the minimum total credits for the qualification and at least 

50% of the minimum number of credits at the exit level of the qualification 

must be in the field of specialization denoted by the qualifier. The same 

applies to the second qualifier as well. 

Example: BScHons (Phy) 

Minimum total number of Credits – 120 

50% of 120 credits or 60 credits should be in the areas of Physics and

50% of 30 credits at the exit level (4th year) or 15 credits should be in the 

areas of Physics



Volume of Learning – Credit hours/Notional hours

1 credit (theory, laboratory, clinical, field studies) – 50 notional hours

1 credit (research, industrial training) – 100 notional hours

1 credit of theory course – 15 hrs of direct contact + 35 hrs of independent learning

1 credit of laboratory – 30 hrs of direct contact + 20 hrs of independent learning

(A course can have a combination of theory and laboratory credits)

Minimum number of credits for a course – 1 credit (no half credits are allowed)

Research course at SLQF Level 6 – minimum 6 credits (1 year duration or about 

20 hours per week) is recommended 

– shall not exceed 8 credits 



15 credits

10 credits

Defined by CQA

Fallback options need to 

be introduced for the 

benefit of those students 

who are unable to 

complete Bachelor’s 

degrees or Bachelor’s 

Honours degrees



Fallback Options 

➢ A student who registers for a four-year degree may not complete the degree for some 

reason

➢ The courses/credits completed in the university can be recognized through offering 

Diploma (min 30 credits should be completed) or Higher Diploma (min 60 credits should 

be completed) certificates

➢ Faculty needs to decide and approve which courses are required to offer such 

certificates

➢ 30 credits/60 credits can spread through several years, not just in the first year/first two 

years of the Bachelor’s degree

➢ Faculty needs to make sure the learning outcomes required for each of the programmes 

are covered in the relevant courses/credits offered

➢ Need to get the UGC approval to offer fallback options

➢ Should be included in the By-Laws/Regulations

➢ Students need to be informed about the requirements

Exit points shall not be defined in undergraduate programmes



Level 5 

graduate 

needs 

additional 30 

credits to 

register for 

MPhil or PhD

student who 

registers for 

MSc should be 

able to exit at 

the lower levels 

and one who 

enters for PG 

certificate 

should be able 

to continue to 

higher levels



Registration options for Postgraduate Programmes 

“Extension” Programmes

(continuing studies in a more 

advanced field done in bachelor’s)

“Conversion” Programmes

(change the field of 

bachelor’s study)

SLQF 7 – PG Certificate 

(20 credits)

SLQF 8 – PG Diploma (25 credits)

SLQF 9 – Masters (course work – 30 credits)

PG Certificate

PG Diploma

Masters (course work)

SLQF 6

Eg. Science graduate doing a PGDip/MBA

Only those students 

having a proper 

(relevant) bachelor’s 

degree can register 

to this programme, 

which shall provide 

deeper subject 

knowledge 

Subject 

knowledge 

offered shall 

be 

undergraduate 

level 



SLQF Levels 7, 8, 9 -

Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma and Masters by course work that 

are designed to extend students’ depth of knowledge in a particular field, building 

on an area in which they already have expertise, gained at undergraduate level 

are defined as extension programmes 

Example: 

If the study programme Postgraduate Diploma in Sociology is designed to admit 

only the candidates who have studied Sociology in a Bachelor or Bachelor 

Honours degree, then that Postgraduate Diploma is of extension category 

Admission requirement must satisfy this condition – these programmes shall not 

be open to graduates who have not studied the relevant subject area/field



SLQF Level 6

Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma and Masters by course work 

that are intended to those with little or no prior knowledge of the subject, 

offering an education similar in knowledge to that of an undergraduate study 

programme but broadening students’ academic abilities and bringing graduates 

of other subjects to graduate competence in the named subject are defined as 

conversion programmes. 

Example:

Postgraduate Diploma in Sociology is a study programme that is designed to 

admit candidates having a Bachelor of Science Honours degrees, then such a 

Postgraduate Diploma is of conversion category. 

Such programmes should not be open to graduates who already have expertise 

in the relevant area – admission criteria need to be specific



Exit Points – shall be introduced for Postgraduate programmes

➢ SLQF levels 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12

➢ All programmes should be ‘extension’ type

➢ Students shall be allowed to decide how far they like to progress on the pathway

➢ A Masters or PhD programmes shall have all possible exit points identified and clearly defined

➢ Relevant Learning Outcomes as defined in SLQF shall be included/covered at each exit point

➢ Students shall not be forced to continue a degree that they are not willing to continue

Example

• A 2-year Master degree with a research component (60 credits) of 15 credits shall 

have a 1-year Master degree by course work (30 credits) as an exit point

• Students shall be allowed to register for 1st 30 credits at the beginning and may 

define some eligibility condition (min GPA requirement) to register and continue for 

the research degree (graduates shall receive level 10 qualification only)



Teaching/Learning Methods to achieve Graduate Attributes (Generic)
    (A programme may have its own PLOs but needs to map to the following)

1. Subject / Theoretical 

Knowledge 

Independent learning activities, interactive 

lectures, team-based learning, tutorial sessions 

and other small group activities 

2. Practical Knowledge 

and Application 

Problem-based learning, team-based learning, 

inquiry-based learning, practical classes, 

laboratory sessions, role play 

Knowledge



3. Communication Student presentations, role play, debates, dramas 

4. Teamwork and 

Leadership 

Group projects, industrial training, small group learning 

activities; e.g. problem-based learning, games, debates 

5. Creativity and 

Problem Solving 

Assignments, projects, small group learning activities; e.g. 

problem-based learning, poster making, role plays

6. Managerial and 

Entrepreneurship 

Group projects, industrial training/internship, small group 

learning; e.g. problem-based learning, games, simulated 

training, industrial (workplace-based) training, job shadowing 

7. Information Usage 

and Management 

Assignments, presentations, projects, case studies, web-based 

studies, data analysis 

8. Networking and 

Social Skills 

Student presentations, role-play, debates, dramas, group 

activities

Skills   



Attitudes, Values, Professionalism 

and Vision for life   

9. Adaptability and Flexibility Group projects, industrial training, small group 

learning; e.g. problem-based learning, role plays, 

portfolios

10. Attitudes, Values and 

Professionalism 

Group projects, industrial training, small group 

learning; e.g. problem-based learning, role play, 

portfolios

11. Vision for Life Portfolios, reflective practice

12. Updating Self / Lifelong Learning Portfolios, reflective practice

Mind-set and Paradigm







SLQF does not allow Level 5 graduates to directly register for MPhil or PhD
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